
Learn all about our weird and 
wonderful gardens with these 
gross facts!

Gross garden facts

Factsheet

Let’s dig up the dirt on the weirdest and grossest 
parts of our gardens.

Introducing the tiny workers tidying up 
your garden…

Garden clean-up crew
Did you know?Woodlice feed on 

dead plants and love 
damp, dark places.

There are around 20,000 
slugs in the average 

UK garden.

Dung beetles can roll balls of 
poo 50 times their own weight!

One teaspoon of garden soil 
can hold more living things than 

there are people on Earth.

Soil can develop a harmless 
slimy mould from fungi as it 

grows and spreads.

Burying beetles bury dead animals 
underground, helping them 

decompose safely.

Wiggly worms munch through dead food scraps and help air and water reach plant roots.

Dung beetles collect and bury 
animal poo, cleaning up and 

fertilising the soil.

Maggots (fly larvae) gobble  

up decaying scraps, so it 

disappears faster.

Fungi (like mushrooms) help to 

break down dead trees, plants, 

and even poo!

Worm poo is called castings 
and is packed full of nutrients 

that plants love.


