
 

 

Dobbies appoints James Barnes as an advisor 
  

Respected and prominent horticulture industry professional, James Barnes, has been 
appointed as an advisor to Dobbies Garden Centres, as the team implement their 

growth plans.  

 
James has 30 years of wide ranging experience in the garden centre industry, and has 

been Chairman of the Horticultural Trades Association (HTA) since 2018. James led 
the growth and sale of Dobbies, after transforming the turnover of the business, and 

now the Dobbies’ team is looking forward drawing on his industry knowledge and 

wider business expertise.  
 

James Barnes said: “I have a long history with Dobbies, it’s a really fantastic 
business, and I’m excited to be in a position where I can work with David and his 

senior team on their robust plans for growth.” 

 
David Robinson, CEO of Dobbies, said: “I’ve enjoyed my meetings with James since 

joining Dobbies and it’s brilliant to formalise this relationship. James is a hugely 
respected figure in the industry who is ideally placed to work with us as we accelerate 

our plans for growth. 

 
“He knows Dobbies incredibly well, and as we start our 160th year of helping British 

gardeners to grow, it’s great to share the news of his appointment.” 
 

-ends- 
 
Notes to editor 
   
About Dobbies  

  

Dobbies was founded in 1865 by James Dobbie and is headquartered near 
Edinburgh.  

  
Dobbies shares its passion for gardens and plants through own brand and branded 

products, concession partners and services. Many stores feature a restaurant or 

coffee shop, where customers can enjoy refreshments or meals in a relaxed and 
welcoming environment.   

   

Dobbies champions garden living all-year-round and offers a calendar of events and 
experiences that bring people and communities together. 
 
 


