
 

Dobbies Garden Centres seeks new National Charity Partner 
Leading garden centre retailer invites applications for partnership to mark 160 years 

Dobbies, the UK’s leading garden centre retailer, has today (8 July) launched the 

search for its next National Charity Partner, as part of its 160th year celebrations. The 

new partnership will commence on 1 March 2025, following the conclusion of Dobbies’ 

successful nine-year collaboration with the Teenage Cancer Trust which has raised 

£1.39 million to-date. 

With a long-standing history of supporting charities and communities across the UK, 

Dobbies’ strong commitment to fundraising is demonstrated through support from 

colleagues and customers. In-store donations and initiatives, such as Christmas 

shopping nights, team challenges, dedicated fundraising weekends and the 

opportunity to make donations when booking events, are a regular fixture across 

Dobbies’ 77  stores.   

Despite the cost-of-living crisis, the UK continues to be a charitable nation. The latest 

figures show that 75% of Britons supported charities in 2023, donating a record £13.9 
billioni, highlighting the enduring generosity of the British public. 

 

The National Charity Partner will work alongside the retailer to develop a programme 
of fundraising activity for the period 2025-2026 that celebrates Dobbies’ commitment 

to bring people and communities together.  
 
Dobbies CEO, David Robinson said: “Thanks to our colleagues and customers we 

have raised an amazing £1.39 million for Teenage Cancer Trust in the last nine years. 

This has been a really fantastic partnership and we’re super excited to see which 

charity will not only be an important part of our 160th anniversary, but key part of our 

community engagement for the year.”  

Andy Tyas, General Manager of Dobbies Southport, whose team has raised £57,240 

for Teenage Cancer Trust in 2023, said: “Being able to fundraise for charity is really 

important to us and we feel proud to be able to give our customers the chance to 

make donations, whether in store or online. It brings us together as a team and we 

can’t wait to see who we will be supporting from 2025.” 

 

Donna Bednarek, Senior Relationship Manager at Teenage Cancer Trust, said: “We 

are incredibly grateful for our partnership with Dobbies over the last nine years. The 

amount they have donated is remarkable.  

  

"The money raised from the partnership allows Teenage Cancer Trust to offer 
specialist nursing care, and tailored support, helping young people with cancer 

maintain their identity, independence, and dreams, so cancer doesn't steal some of the 

most important years of their lives.” 
 

Charities that meet the selection criteria are invited to apply online, with applications 

open until 5pm on Friday 16 August. A shortlist will then be chosen from all the 
applications, and shortlisted charities may be invited to submit additional information, 

and attend a meeting with key business stakeholders, before a final decision is made. 
For more information and to apply, please visit Dobbies' website www.dobbies.com/ 

-ENDS-  

 



 

About Dobbies 

Dobbies was founded in 1865 by James Dobbie and is headquartered near 
Edinburgh.  

It is the UK’s leading garden centre retailer, with 3,800 colleagues and 77 stores, 
including six little dobbies. 

Dobbies shares its passion for gardens and plants through own brand and branded 
products, concession partners and services. Many stores also feature a restaurant or 
coffee shop, where customers can enjoy refreshments or meals in a relaxed and 
welcoming environment.  

Dobbies champions garden living all-year-round and offers a calendar of events and 
experiences that bring people and communities together. 

 

 
i https://www.cafonline.org/about-us/research/uk-giving-report  
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