
 

 
 
 

Dobbies expands compost bag recycling scheme across UK 
 
Dobbies, the UK’s leading garden centre retailer, has expanded its compost bag recycling 
scheme following a successful trial across 10 of its stores. 

 
Waste-aware gardeners across the country can now recycle compost bags at all mainline 
Dobbies’ stores. This packaging is typically difficult for people to recycle as very few local 
authorities collect polythene sacks as part of kerbside collections or at recycling centres.  
 
This expansion follows research from Dobbies earlier this year which revealed that 35% of 
gardeners want to recycle more of their garden waste products and 39% of people are more 
likely to shop at a garden centre that is sustainably focused. 
 
Marcus Eyles, Horticultural Director at Dobbies, said: “Anyone can bring in any compost 
bags, no matter what brand or where it was purchased, and place it in the dedicated 
recycling bins. 
 
“It has been so positive to see the success of the scheme, and with this expansion we are 
looking forward to widening access for gardeners across the UK and increasing the positive 
impact of the project.” 
 
In line with the trial scheme, Dobbies will continue to work with partners Evergreen Garden 
Care, to create garden furniture from the recycled material. This will be donated to 
Greenfingers, a charity that creates green spaces for terminally ill children.  
 
Jane Hartley, Sustainability Marketing Manager, Evergreen Garden Care, adds: “We are 
delighted to be working in collaboration with Dobbies and have worked with the 10 stores to 
develop a collection programme that will work across all stores. The initial findings from the 
trial has enabled us to identify the best locations of the bins in store and simplify the 
collection process.” 
 
The expansion of the scheme follows other environmental initiatives, including a partnership 
with sustainable plant pot designer, elho. This has seen plastic pot recycling bins placed in 
69 Dobbies which will help reduce unnecessary plastic waste in the garden and prevent 
further plastic waste from ending up in landfill. 
 
Dobbies is also the first garden centre group to only sell peat-free compost while its own-
brand, John Innes peat-free compost won RHS Chelsea Sustainable Garden Product of the 
Year. 
  
Follow and support Dobbies sustainability campaign using the hashtag #sustainabledobbies 
 
For Dobbies sustainability policy: https://www.dobbies.com/sustainability-policy  
 
For Dobbies Sustainable podcast: https://www.dobbies.com/podcasts 
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• The compost recycling bins will be available in all mainline stores (69) and excludes 
little dobbies stores.  

• Dobbies research was conducted by Independent Media News and was carried out 
online between 4 and 7 March 2022. The sample comprised of 2,003 UK adults.  

 
About Dobbies 

• Dobbies was founded in 1865 by James Dobbie and is headquartered near 
Edinburgh.  

• It is the UK’s largest garden centre retailer, with 74 stores, having bought 37 stores in 
2019.  

• The company employs around 4000 team members.  

• It is privately owned by Midlothian Capital Partners Limited and Hattington Capital 
LLP.  

• EBITDA for 2020-2021 was £37m.   

 
 


